--------------------------------
Email during week 2
--------------------------------

Tips for those seeking a 4.0 with far less stress!

While procrastination will lead many students in our class (and perhaps in your group) to delay working on their part of DRAFT1 until the final hours and cause them lots of stress and a low grade, YOU don't have to fall into this trap. 

Start this weekend. We cannot emphasize this enough. You should start working on your section of the DRAFT1 manuscript now. Your grade is ONLY based on the section(s) you are responsible for. If the rest of your group writes nothing it will literally have no impact on your score.

1.) Go to page 177 of the Course Packet and determine which part of DRAFT1 you are responsible for writing. 
FYI for a Group of 3:
PE authors Methods & Introduction
DRD authors the Title Page, Predicted Results & Figures
LT authors the Abstract, Discussion & References

2.) Go to the ivory-colored pages of the Course Pack and read the Instructions to Authors focusing on your part of the paper. This is found on page 141. We encourage you to read all of the ivory pages. Those targeting for the 4.0 grade on their paper will have read this multiple times (mantra: read four times for a 4 point).

3.) Find and read the DRAFT1 grading rubric! Highlight the parts about your section. Check out how your section of the paper is scored. This is exactly how we will be grading your section of the manuscript. Many students forget to read this, and in turn then will wear a very sad face. Those looking for the 4.0 will have read this multiple times (see mantra).

4.) Read the student sample manuscript in the Course Packet, see how prior students wrote the same section you have to!

5.) Start writing a very rough draft of your section and start feeling far less stressed!



(email to LAs)

From: malakaus@msu.edu
Date: January 11, 2011 9:55:39 PM GMT-05:00
To: Douglas Luckie <luckie@msu.edu>
Cc: Michael Busch <buschmi2@msu.edu>
Subject: Re: Add "Primer Design" Talk & Chalk

Hi Doug,

I think that the students would find this very helpful.  I had a group asking how it is done in lab tonight.  

David

Quoting Douglas Luckie <luckie@msu.edu>:

> Hi David and Mike,
>
> I think we may have plenty of extra time on Thursday/Friday in lab 
> after students complete the pipette work in Lab 0.1 and I realized we 
> should instead of repeating the talk on "What is PCR" we should focus 
> on specifically "How do Primers work" in PCR and then 
> challenge/mentor the students to show us they can design them working 
> in groups with chalk.
>
> Talk & Chalk:
> 1. I show you: Show animation again and focus on primer sequence. 
> Draw seperated DNA strands on the whiteboard and ask what is a 5-base 
> long primer that would bind here (indicate very end on one strand) 
> etc.
>
> 2. Now show me you can do it: Write a new sequence of DNA on the 
> whiteboard 5'-AGAGAGCCCTCTCGGTTT-3' (just single strand) and then ask 
> them to write that sequence on their benchtop, then draw the 
> complementary strand with chalk and design two 6-base long primers to 
> amplify the whole sequence (or something).
>
> Mike, you can ask me questions about this Thursday evening at/after 
> our recitation dinner meeting. We can even do a run-through in the 
> lab room.
>
> Doug :)
>
> ----
> Douglas B. Luckie, Ph.D.
> Cystic Fibrosis Research Lab
> Department of Physiology and Lyman Briggs College of Science
> Michigan State University
> http://surf.to/msucf
>
>
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